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"Pi |l ot Epi sode"

OPEN ON: The golden |it rooftops of a foreign city. W hear
the call to prayers and see the m narets of a huge nobsque.

SUPER: "1 SLAMABAD, PAKI STAN"
EXT. AMERI CAN EMBASSY COVPOUND - SUNSET

The flag and a Seal of the United States let us knowthis is

sovereign territory. ALEX COPPINS, a junior Foreign Service
O ficer, (think young Robert Downey Jr.) wal ks out onto the

| arge driveway. Wrkers wheel hand trucks stacked with cases
of hard liquor past him

ALEX
Keep the river flow ng, boys.

Enbassy SUVs and sedans are parked along the curb. A young
| ocally enpl oyed driver reads a newspaper spread out across
the hood of a Ford Taurus. This is RAFI Q MASSOUD.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Rafiq, we're going on a m ssion.

RAFI Q
A "m ssion?"

ALEX
I'"'mafraid it's classified.

Rafiq in the driver's seat, Alex in back. They pass through
a checkpoint leading fromthe Di plomatic Enclave out onto
the city grid. Spray painted graffiti-style on the outer
side of the concrete wall that surrounds the enclave: 'BOOM'

I NT. FORD TAURUS - MOMENTS LATER

RAFI Q
Were am | taking you?

ALEX
The bazaar near Aabpar a.

RAFI Q
| do not feel safe going out. There
is rage in the air tonight.

ALEX
There's rage in the air every night.
And paranoia. And m sogyny. And
virulent anti-semtism \Wonderful
country you' ve got here. For once
I"d love to see us nation-build a
nation that doesn't hate our guts.



RAFI Q
| do not know what you are up to but
if it is CTA1l could be hung for
hel ping a forei gn agent.

ALEX
You know what your problemis? You
tel egraph fear. The mlitants can
snell it on you.

RAFI Q
You tel egraph arrogance. The
mlitants want to cut your throat
and put it on YouTube.

ALEX
Exactly. So you think |I wanna take
any risks? | only have to naeke it

t hrough five nore days in this ana
cavity of a country. No offense.

Then next week | |eave for the
consul ate in Vancouver. |'ve already
ordered new skis.

RAFI Q
Take ne with you.

ALEX
Canadian inmgration's a bitch these
days. Rafiq, |I'mafraid our tine

together is comng to an end.

They drive off as the sun begins to set. W PULL BACK to
see an om nous cloud of thick black snoke rising into the
di stant sky.

CUT TO

EXT. FOUR SEASONS HOTEL - SAME TI ME

It's early norning. As the sun begins to rise we see an
idling black SUV with official |ooking |icense plates and
its driver waiting out front.

SUPER: "WASHI NGTON D. C. "

I NT. HOTEL SUI TE - CONTI NUOUS

A beautiful naked Asian woman-- "JASM NE"-- straddles a
di stingui shed | ooking man in his sixties. Meet U S Secretary
of State WALTER HOLLANDER, tan, fit, very drunk. (Think
Bill Miurray.)

WALTER
Ooooooh. .. Sweet Jeeeeesus...



As the sex continues Jasmne quietly reaches for a pillow

and places it over Walter's face to suffocate him W hear
his drunken nuffled screans fromunder the pillow. She hol ds
the pillowfirmy in place until he becones silent. She
slowly pulls the pillow away. H's eyes are open but |ifeless.

JASM NE
(1 ong beat)
Wal ter..

She shakes him but he doesn't respond. He's dead. Then
suddenly he begi ns | aughi ng.

JASM NE ( CONT' D)
Shit. Don't scare ne |like that.

WALTER
Too soon. Sexy N nja Assassin pulled
the pillow away too soon. And you're
supposed to ride nme while | can't
br eat he.

Jasm ne clinbs off him

JASM NE
Let's try sonething el se.
WALTER
We'll get it. It's a timng issue.

She goes into the bathroom

JASMNE (O S.)
| don't want to go to jail for nurder
kay?

WALTER
They'd hit you with involuntary
mansl| aughter. Not murder. Mich
harder to prove.

Walter fingers several prescription pills on the table.
Pops a fewinto his nouth. Chases themwth a glass of
Scot ch.

WALTER ( CONT' D)
Don't worry. |'man iron horse.
Sixty is the newthirty.

CLOSE UP on his silenced Bl ackberry lying on the floor as it
lights up and begins vibrating. Sixteen new voice mails
becone seventeen. Jasmine returns and clinbs onto the bed.



JASM NE
Wiy do all your sexual fantasies
i nvol ve you getting nurdered?

WALTER
Pretending | was dead was the only
way | could get ny nother's attention.
How the hell should I know?

He hol ds out his now enpty gl ass.

WALTER ( CONT' D)
Just pour, baby.

She grabs a bottle of Macallan off of the nightstand and
refills his glass. Suddenly they hear a forceful knocking
on the door.

VOCE (O S.)
Val ter!

WALTER
Christ o' m ghty!

Walter junps off the bed. Wispers to Jasm ne

WALTER ( CONT' D)
Answer it. \Woever it is, get rid
of them

He quickly hides in the closet. Jasmne throws on a robe
and goes to the door.

JASM NE
Yes?

EXT. HOTEL HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS

A young worman stands in front of the door. She has a no-
nonsense air about her. This is KENDRA WLLIS.

KENDRA
I know you're in there, Walter

JASM NE (O S.)
There's no Walter here.

KENDRA
Open this door now

Two Latina maids nearby nove in and out of roons being
cl eaned. Kendra wal ks over to their service cart, picks up
a key card and uses it to open Walter's door.



I NT. HOTEL SUI TE - CONTI NUOUS

JASM NE
You can't cone in here! [|'ll call
security!

KENDRA
Val ter!

Suddenly the cl oset door slides open to reveal a naked Walter
hol ding a hotel laundry bag like a fig | eaf.

WALTER
You better have a damm good reason
for com ng here.

Kendra grabs her cell and speed dial s.

KENDRA
(into phone)
| found him We'll be there in seven
m nut es.

JASM NE
You're not his wfe.

KENDRA
Thank God.

CUT TGO
EXT. Al RCRAFT CARRI ER - SAME TI ME

Fl i ght operations on an aircraft carrier. An F/ A-18 Super
Hornet | ands, catching the arresting gear.

SUPER: " USS LI NCOLN, ARABI AN SEA"
I NT. USS LI NCOLN - CONTI NUOUS

Li eut enant Conmander ZEKE CALLAHAN, fighter pilot, (think
young Onen Wl son) stands at a bank of payphones where crew
menbers can call home. Qher crew wait nearby for a phone
to becone avail abl e.

ZEKE
Conme on, pick up

EXT. STRIP MALL, DESTIN FLORI DA - CONTI NUOUS
ASHLEY, cheerl eader pretty, is walking through a strip nal

when she realizes her phone is ringing. She fishes through
her bag and answers.



| NTERCUT:

ASHLEY
(into phone)
Hel | o.

ZEKE
It's Zeke.

ASHLEY
Were are you?

ZEKE
Sonmewhere in the Arabian sea. Can't
be too precise. O Sec and all that.
How are the kids?

ASHLEY
Good. When can you Skype with thenf

ZEKE
Not for a while. W' re under way.

ASHLEY
The guy fromthe bank called again.
Sounds |ike they're gonna foreclose.
I need you to increase the cash fl ow.

ZEKE
| keep telling you send ne nore
product. | need inventory. This

shipis filled wth Oxy freaks.

ASHLEY
"' mnot gonna break into ny stock
You need to charge nore. Your markup
is pathetic.

ZEKE
They can't pay nore. Most of these
guys net two-fifty a week. After
sendi ng noney hone, X-Box, porn,
there's not nuch left.

ASHLEY
| can make twi ce as nmuch selling
here. Tell ne why | should send ny
i nventory to some poor schrucks stuck
on a boat?

ZEKE
If | get the supply I can open up
new territory. | heard the submarine
guys pl ace huge orders, and they
make hazard pay.



An of ficer approaches Zeke. This is wing operations officer
DOUGAN.

DOUGAN
Zeke, we've been | ooking all over
for you.

ZEKE

(cuppi ng phone)
I'"'moff for twelve hours.

DOUGAN
Not anynore. You're back on. Shit
is getting real. Admral wants his

best jocks in the air. And that
definitely nmeans you, Callahan. Get
of f the phone. Now.

Dougan wal ks of f.

ZEKE

(into phone)
Ashl ey please. Send ne nore supply.
t's ny only way out.

ASHLEY
(into phone)
Sorry Zeke. | can sell it all here

and hold off the bank. Gotta go.
I"'mlate. And by the way, so is
your alinmony check. Bye.

She hangs up.

ZEKE
God damm.

EXT. STRIP MALL, DESTIN FLORI DA - CONTI NUOUS
Ashl ey wal ks into a Wil greens pharnacy.
I NT. PHARMACY - CONTI NUQUS
A long Iine of custoners wait at the prescription counter.
Ashl ey buttons up her white | ab coat and wal ks behind the
register. The MANAGER | ooks at her.
MANAGER
Ashley, | really need you to get
here on tine.

ASHLEY
| can take the first custoner.

CUT TGO

7.



EXT. BAZAAR, | SLAVABAD - SAME Tl ME

Rafiq pulls the car in front of a small shop. It's little
nore than a deep stall packed with Chinese made goods. The
bazaar feels unusually enpty. Alex can sense sonething's
not right. Mybe this wasn't such a good i dea.

ALEX
If I"'mnot back in ten m nutes just
drive off Iike nothing's wong and
call the op desk

RAFI Q
Can | have your skis?

I NT. SHOP - CONTI NUQUS

Al ex enters. A bearded SHOPKEEPER stares at himwth cold
eyes.

ALEX
You have the package?
SHOPKEEPER
The price has gone up.
ALEX
VWhat is it with you people? W
agr eed.
SHOPKEEPER

| agreed to nothing.
The shopkeeper starts to wal k away.

ALEX
Wait. \Whatever it is | can pay.

The shopkeeper stops, turns.
I NT. FORD TAURUS - MOMENTS LATER
Al ex gets back inside holding a plastic grocery bag.

ALEX
Quick. Back to the enbassy, Tonto

Rafi q speeds off as Alex pulls a small tin canister out of

the bag. It's filled with what | ooks to be marijuana.
ALEX ( CONT' D)
Much as | will relish leaving this
pl ace, |I'm gonna m ss your exquisite

weed.



RAFI Q
Classified? Bullshit.

ALEX
Classified. Yes. |If Eva fromthe
German enbassy finds out she'll send
me to the gas chanber

RAFI Q
A new one?

ALEX

Mal ena. Works on the consul ar desk
at the Danish enbassy. And I intend
to conquer her at the big party
tonight. Hence the prinp snoke.

Besi des, | spend all day organi zing
cl ean water projects only to see

t hem sabot aged by the Taliban. |
deserve a little fun.

They turn up a street to see a large crowd of angry protesters
chanting and wavi ng banners we can't quite read.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
That's no Di sney parade.

RAFI Q
They are probably protesting the
dr ones.

ALEX

Were do they find tine to do al
this protesting? Don't they have
| obs?

Suddenly we hear a |oud POP foll owed by THUD THUD THUD.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Pl ease God. Let that not be us.

EXT. | SLAMABAD STREET - CONTI NUOUS

Rafi q manages to pull the car over. He gets out. Inspects
the front tire. Wlks back over to the car w ndow.

RAFI Q
Totally shredded. Sonebody | aid
down nails.

ALEX
Screw you, Cod.

RAFI Q
Coul d have been an | ED



10.

ALEX
Thank you, God.

The crowd of protesters is behind them now, marching closer
and cl oser.

RAFI Q
They are com ng after us.

ALEX
Sonehow | don't see ny brash charm
converting themto Christianity.

Just then a rock smashes the rear wi ndow, shattering it.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
' mgonna be raped. | always knew
this day would cone. | just thought
it would be in a Turkish jail cel
so | could at least live out a few
of ny closeted fantasies.

RAFI Q
You nust stop obsessing over al
this man-rape and get out of the
car.

Al ex gets out of the car, clutching his bag of pot. They

both start running as the crowd surrounds the car and starts
rocking it fromside to side attenpting to tip it over

Al ex and Rafiq sprint across the street to a gated all ey.

They clinb the gate and drop onto the other side. From behind
the gate they | ook back. The crowd finally tips the car on
its side. Then a torch gets tossed inside. The car expl odes
into flanes.

ALEX
"' m now responsible for thirty
t housand dol | ars of governnent
property getting torched.

RAFI Q
A drop in the bucket conpared to
what your governnment spends on
mlitarizing the religious fanatics
who run this country.

They run down the alley and cone to another street. They
scale the gate and drop onto the new street only to find
anot her group of protesters chanting forty yards away.

RAFI Q (CONT' D)
This is not about the drones. It is
organi zed. They are all converging
on Ji nnah Avenue.
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ALEX
Whi ch way back to the enbassy?

RAFI Q
It is blocked. W wll have to find
a place to lay | ow.

ALEX
How about Vancouver ?

They take a couple of turns and cone to a wi de avenue where

a colum of arny tanks and trucks filled with soldiers passes.
Oficers on foot are directing the traffic. The colum seens
endl ess. Al ex whips out his cell phone.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
No service.

RAFI Q

The arnmy has cut off cell reception
ALEX

For this | could have stuck with

AT&T.
CUT TGO
EXT. WASHI NGION D. C. - SAME TI ME

We focus on the black SUV with official plates as it speeds
down Pennsyl vani a Avenue.

| NT. BLACK SUV - CONTI NUQUS
Valter and Kendra in back. He's still drunk.

WALTER
Brief ne.

KENDRA
Paki stan. Did you read through the
bi nders | sent you?

WALTER
Unl ess they were encrypted on the
vagi nal walls of an Asian call girl,
no. \Wat binders?

KENDRA
The ones marked Secretary of State
on the covers.

VWALTER
Shit, I think I left them at Bobby
Van's.
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KENDRA
VW'll need to send soneone to track
t hem down and shred them

WALTER
Billy can do it.

KENDRA
Billy?

WALTER

Bartender there. Geat kid. Now
tell nme everything | need to know
and not a goddamm thing nore.

I NT. WHI TE HOUSE WEST W NG CORRI DOR - MOMENTS LATER
We TRACK Walter as he rushes down the hall trailed by Kendra.

WALTER
This job sucks ass. | should've
asked for Secretary of Interior |like
ny wife told ne.

KENDRA
Too | ate.

Wal ter pauses at the door to tuck in his shirt tail.

VWALTER
| need hair of the dog pronto.

KENDRA
You know there's no al cohol all owed
in the situation room

WALTER
Then make it | ook Iike orange juice.
Christ. You think LBJ fought Vietnam
in that room sober?

I NT. VWH TE HOUSE SI TUATI ON ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Walter and Kendra enter. All of the principal national
security players are seated around the table: CIA NSC, CH EF
OF STAFF, VP, CHAIR JO NT CHI EFS, the Secretary of Defense

Pl ERCE MULLEN, and Walter. PRESIDENT JULI AN NAVARRO, sits

at the head. He's young, Hi spanic, handsone and the adult

in the room Kendra takes her seat at the perineter with

the other aides. Walter takes a seat at the table and reaches
across it for a chrone pitcher of water. He pours a cup and
chugs it |ike a hangover cure.

Pl ERCE
Are you sick? You don't |ook well.



WALTER
Never been better

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Walter. Finally soneone who knows
what's going on in the world. What
the hell's going down in Pakistan?

WALTER
There are curfews in |Islamabad and
Karachi. The diplomatic encl aves

are sealed. Radio and TV are down.
Internet is down.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Wiy can't we reach their anbassador?

WALTER
He was recalled. It's a signal

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Si gnal of what?

WALTER
Last call. Stools on the bar. No
nmore business as usual. Smells like

a coup.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
| need to know by who.

Cl A
At the present tine we can't answer
t hat .

Pl ERCE
M ster President, right now all of
Paki stan's nucl ear warheads are at
risk. Imagine Al Qaeda getting their
hands on them Qur contingency plan

needs to be put in notion inmmediately.

CENTCOM needs an answer.

CHAIR JO NT CHI EFS
W' ve al ready begun putting assets
inthe air. W can always recall

WALTER
Woa... gentlenen, let's all just
take a breath here and tuck our tiny
little peckers back in our pants.
And by the way, if we're gonna get
into anot her war we oughta at |east
warn the Fed so they can start
printing nore noney.

13.
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PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Who do we have on the streets outside
t he enbassy?

WALTER
Besi des a few hundred thousand pi ssed
of f Paki stani s?

C A
We're still checking on that. Most
of our key people were at the enbassy
for a social function when it got
seal ed of f.

WALTER
It was the annual 'This country's a
ticking bonmb so we mght as well all
get shit-faced' gala.

Cl A
The timng of all this was no
acci dent .

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
W need eyes and ears on the ground
goddam i t!

An Al DE whispers to Walter.

Al DE
A guy naned Billy called. Says he's
a bartender at Bobby Van's. He says
it's inportant.

CUT TO

EXT. | SLAMABAD STREET - SAME TI ME

Al ex and Rafiq nake their way through the city. The arny
colums still roll through. Protesters are chanting. Rafiq

shoves Al ex out of sight then approaches an arny officer.
They exchange words in Udu. Rafiqg heads back to Al ex.

RAFI Q

We have to get off the streets.
ALEX

And go where?
RAFI Q

W will go to ny parents' house. It

is not far.



15.

ALEX
I"msure all they hear fromyou is
what a jerk | am They nust hate
ne.

RAFI Q
Do not worry. They are too busy
hati ng each ot her.

CUT TGO
I NT. USS LI NCOLN, PRE-FLIGHT AREA - SAME TI ME

Pilots are suiting up all around. Zeke stands in front of
his | ocker which has photos of his two young children (boy
and girl) taped to the door.

ZEKE
Even t hough Mommy can be a cold
hearted bitch sonetines, Daddy crazy
m sses you two little peeps.

Zeke ki ss touches each photo. Wapons officer Lt GLENN
TAYLOR, wiry good ol d boy, approaches.

GLENN
Rock and roll, buddy.

We TRACK them as they head up to the flight deck
GLENN ( CONT' D)

Hey, you know that public affairs
officer Gale what's-her-nane. Rea

cut e.
ZEKE
Gal e Sweet ?
GLENN
Yeah. | heard she's pregnant.
ZEKE
What ?
GLENN

C) fromthe nmedical unit told ne.
Woever she's bonking, the |uckiest
guy on this ship just becane the
unl ucki est.

ZEKE
She's not pregnant. She can't be.

GLENN
How woul d you know? Ch shit.
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ZEKE
Christ! I'mdealing with two
underwat er nortgages and child
support. Been living on credit cards

since flight school. |['ve got a |ot
on ny plate. | don't need this.
GLENN
| worry about you, Zeke.
ZEKE
If I don't expand ny ex'|| cut off
nmy supply and I'm screwed. | nean,

| could teach people how to nove
pills for ne. Two hundred and ei ghty-
six ships in the Navy. |[|'ve been
doing the math. | could get

associ ates working the whole fleet.

They nove through a | ong corridor.

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
You i n?

GLENN
No way. Was thinking of quitting
and flying for FedEx or Jet Bl ue.

ZEKE
Hate to be the one to break this to
you, but FedEx jobs are rarer than a
hen's tooth and Jet Bl ue pays shit.

GLENN
Wiere'd you hear this?

ZEKE
Wiy do you think Corrigan just re-
upped? Busted ny ass to serve ny
country and | can't even keep ny
head above water. Shoul da been a
pl unber |ike my brother, son of a
bitch makes out |ike a bandit.

They clinb stairs.

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
So you with ne?

GLENN
Doesn't sound like | have a choice.

ZEKE
Roger that.



17.
They hit the flight deck which is bursting with activity.

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
Now soneone please tell nme who the
heck we're supposed to bonb the shit
out of ?

CUT TGO
EXT. RESI DENTI AL STREET, | SLAMABAD - SAME Tl ME

Al ex and Rafiqg wal k along a deserted leafy street with walled
conpounds. They share a joint.

ALEX
Wrd is Walter Hol |l ander's gonna
make a run for president. And the
last time he was here | hooked him
up with girls. He told ne that he
and | were, and | quote, cut from
the same cloth. |f he gets el ected
it'll be payback tine.

RAFI Q
Wy are you here?

ALEX
| can't get back to the goddam
enbassy.

RAFI Q
No. | mean why are you in the foreign
service? You nmake a m serable
di pl omat .

Rafi q passes the joint to Alex who takes a long hit.

ALEX
Because when all the other pricks in
nmy class at Dartnouth went off to
Wall Street to suck every | ast nickel
fromthe poor and mddle class |
didn't wanna be one of them Hard
as it may be for you to fathom
wanna make a difference.

RAFI Q
By procuring prostitutes for your
boss?

ALEX

An arny marches on its stonmach
Wal t er Hol | ander marches on his dick.

So what ?
( MORE)



ALEX

18.
( CONT' D)

May not seem|like it but underneath
all that Hollander's a good man.

RAFI Q
| have heard he tips well.
Rafi q opens a corrugated netal gate and they wal k through.
Behind the wall is a well-kept garden driveway.
ALEX

This is nice. You live here?

RAFI Q
What were you expecting?

ALEX

A mud hut. Stray goats.

RAFI Q

VWhat does it feel
asshol e?

ALEX
Face it. The wor
assholes. Bows t
nMe one person in

like to be such an

ldis run by
0 asshol es. Show
a position of power

who isn't an asshol e.

RAFI Q

My father.

ALEX
Your nother m ght

CUT TGO
I NT. VWH TE HOUSE SI TUATI ON

Kendra arrives holding a st

beg to differ.

ROOM - SAME TI ME

yr of oam cup

VALTER

Fresh squeezed?

KENDRA
Just |ike you asked for.

Wal ter takes a huge gul p.
docunent in front of the Cl
on and picks it up. The C

A
I"msorry. That
for you.

Then he | eans over and | ooks at a
A director. He puts his glasses
A director grabs it back.

hasn't been prepared



WALTER
(to President Navarro)
See. | told you these asshol es don't
share all their intel. They hold
stuff back that contradicts their
concl usi ons.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Knock it off, Walter. Let him
conti nue.

Wal ter grunbles and gul ps his "orange juice."

CUT TGO

Cl A
Thank you. We now believe that
whoever's in charge has assuned
conmand and control of their nuclear
arsenal and is attenpting to relocate
t he war heads.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Terrific.

Pl ERCE
We have to take out the key sites
before they can be noved. Once
they're hidden it'll be too late.

WALTER
Your plan to "take out the sites”
has been around for years. Sone of
those | ocations are just guesses.
It's your sane lousy intel that m ssed
Bin Laden year after year while he
was throwi ng keggers every night
right in the m ddle of Abbottabad.

Pl ERCE
Then what's your proposal ?

WALTER
W raise it at the UN Security Counci
and call a regional summt.

Pl ERCE
Are you on the level? The region
will be a snoking ruin before your
summ t can negotiate a group rate on
hot el roons.

WALTER
Not bad. Who's witing your material?

19.



INT. RAFIQ S HOUSE - SAME TI ME

20.

Alex and Rafiqg stand in the living roomof the Massoud famly

hone.
SENI OR.

Wth themare Rafigq's nom NEEMA, and his father
They | ook upscale, intelligent, and pretty mnuch

i ke every other unhappily married couple.

RAFI Q
s is Alex. The one | have been
ling you all about.

NEEMA
Wiy do you treat our son so badly?

RAFI Q SENI OR
Neema! He is lucky to have this
] ob!

NEEMA
My little Rafi has gained so nuch
wei ght since he started working for
you people. Wat are you feeding
hi n?

ALEX
Corn syrup. Trans fats. Ntrites.
We bring all the conforts of hone.

RAFI Q SENI OR
Ignore ny wife. M son is very happy
wor ki ng for you.

NEEMA
You are exporting diabetes. At |east
you could pay a little nore.

ALEX
Republ i cans in Congress cut our
staffing budget. They believe earning
a living wage nakes peopl e stupid
and | azy.

Al ex | ooks at all the books Iining the shel ves.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Mnd if | ask what you do?

RAFI Q SENI OR
| ama witer.

RAFI Q
He wites popular fiction. Spy
novels, thrillers. Translated into
seven | anguages.

RAFI Q
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RAFI Q SENI OR
Knopf has an offer on the table.

Neema turns to her husband, upset.

NEEMA
A very generous offer.

RAFI Q SENI OR
| refuse to give up novie and
television rights. The M ddl e East
is hot right now.

Just then an ol der man conmes down the stairs using a cane.
This is ANMAR, Rafiq's great uncle. A true mal content.

ANVAR
What is going on? W0 is this?
NEEMA
It is Rafi's friend fromthe Anmerican
enbassy.
RAFI Q

This is ny great uncle Anwar. He is
a renowned psychol ogi st. Teaches at
the university.

Anwar points his cane at Alex and jabs himin the chest.

ANVAR

You work for the CIA don't you?
ALEX

No. Honest, I'mjust a |low leve

State Departnent functionary.

The fam |y begi ns speaki ng anongst thensel ves in anot her
| anguage. Al ex can only watch as he doesn't understand a

wor d.

RAFI Q SENI OR
(subtitled)
Does he speak Urdu?

RAFI Q
(subtitled)
A US State Departnent Oficial
actually bothering to | earn the native
| anguage? You nust be j oking.

ANVAR
(subtitled)
He is CA
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RAFI Q SENI OR
(subtitled)
Calmdown. He is not CIA is he
Rafi ?

RAFI Q
(subtitled)
| seriously doubt it.

NEEMA
(subtitled)
On the other hand, if he is CIA and
we turn himin, that would surely
bl ow t he Knopf deal

Alex is now totally paranoid.

ALEX
I's everything okay?

RAFI Q
Everything is fine.

ALEX
Do any of you know what's happeni ng
out there? Has there been any news?

RAFI Q SENI OR
Just bits and pieces.

ANVAR
...of people who they believe to be
Cl A col | aborators.

Of Alex's reaction we...
CUT TO
EXT. USS LI NCOLN - SAME TI ME

Fl i ght operations lit by the glow of the jet engines. The
crew is busy launching jets. Zeke and denn are doing their
equi pnment checks under the aircraft when Dougan appears.

DOUGAN
Zeke. You're being singled out for
sonet hi ng speci al .

ZEKE
VWhat is it?

DOUGAN
Can't tell you. Just get on station
and await further instructions.
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ZEKE
What the hell's going on?

DOUGAN
You now know as nuch as | do.

He presses sone cash into Zeke's hand.

DOUGAN ( CONT' D)
And here's the fifty I owe you for
the Adderall. How soon can you get
me nore?

CUT TGO
I NT. VWH TE HOUSE SI TUATI ON ROOM - SAME Tl ME

An AIDE runs over to the AV panel on the table and punches
up a new i mage on one of the screens.

Al DE
Paki stani TV is back up!

On screen a man wearing a traditional kurta collar shirt,
addresses the canera. This is UMAIR PASHA. There's no sound
at first.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Can we get sound?

Al DE
Wrking on it.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Who the hell is he?

Cl A
Umai r Pasha. Fornmer CGeneral. Ex-
| SI. Left and went totally radical.

Beyond the pale. But has |ots of
support within the Arnmy. It |ooks
like he's in charge now.

The sound cones on and we can hear Umair Pasha speaking in
Udu. Walter turns to the row of aides at the perineter.

WALTER
Wi ch one of you speaks Urdu?

A young regional specialist nanmed NI RYA rai ses her hand.
She's stunning - think Padma Lakshm .

NI RYA



Her beauty is not |ost on Walter.

WALTER
Lovely. If you could please
transl ate.

NI RYA

He's saying the drone war being
carried out inside Pakistan's
sovereign borders is illegal. The
former governnent was conplicit in
these crines. He says the US drone
war is a Zionist conspiracy.

Pl ERCE
This is full-blow Chonsky.

NI RYA
He says the Anmerican-Zionist drones
have spread dangerous el ectromagnetic
activity across Paki stan.

She hesit at es.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Yes. Keep going.

NI RYA
This el ectromagnetic energy is a
secret diabolical programto alter
t he reproductive biology of our girls
and to emascul ate our boys.

WALTER
What are they calling it? The San
Franci sco Project?

CUT TGO
I NT. RAFIQ S HOUSE - SAME TI ME

Alex and Rafiq's famly watch the sane speech on the TV in
the living room

ALEX
What ' s he sayi ng?

RAFI Q
Somet hi ng about the drones being a
formof birth control invented by
the Israelis.
(1 aughs)
He is off his rocker.

24.
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ANVWAR
Yes, Umair Pasha is certifiable. In
fact, | certified him He suffered
a full psychotic break about five
years ago.

ALEX

You treated hinf

ANVAR
He was a patient of mne for many
years. Acute episodic schizophrenia.
A textbook case really.

ALEX
So nmuch for doctor patient
confidentiality.

RAFI Q
The mlitants will eat it up. There
will be rioting.

RAFI Q SENI OR
Just what he wants.

At that nonent a beautiful young woman cones down the stairs.
This is Rafiqg's sister, FAREEDA. Al ex takes notice.

ALEX
Don't believe we've been introduced.

RAFI Q
This is ny sister Fareeda.

Al ex pulls Rafiq aside.

ALEX
(sotto)
You never told ne she was hot.

RAFI Q
(sotto)
| did not want you adding her to
your list of conquests. The |ast
t hing she needs is an STD

FAREEDA
You nust be nmy brother's insufferable
over sexed boss.

Alex turns to Rafig.

ALEX
Jeez. You didn't do ne any favors,
did you?
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Fareeda ignores Alex and turns to her famly.

FAREEDA
Have you been listening to this
lunatic on the tel evision?

They all turn their attention back to the TV as we. ..
CUT TGO

I NT. VWHI TE HOUSE SI TUATI ON ROOM - SAME TI ME

Nirya is still translating the speech.

NI RYA
"...We cannot stand by while our
ability to reproduce is attacked in
this way. W will respond by using
our |l ong range power to renove the
Zionist state. Israel is an illega
entity..."

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Did he say renove?

Nl RYA
Yes. Renmove.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
What's the range on their mssiles?

CHAIR JO NT CHI EFS
They can reach Tel Aviv.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Terrific.

NI RYA
"...Tonight we have nade history.
Good night and Al'lah be with you."

The signal in the situation roomgoes dark. It's replaced
by the logo for CENTCOMin Tanpa. There's a beat of stunned
si | ence.

VWALTER
(to Nirya)
G eat job.

He | eans back toward Kendra.

WALTER ( CONT' D)
Get her details. Then call ny wf
and convince her that this tinme I'
actually really working | ate.



Al DE
Prime Mnister of Israel on |ine
one.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Oy.

CUT TGO
I NT. F/ A-18 HORNET - SAME TI ME

Zeke's in the front seat of this tandem cockpit jet. @ enn
in back. They're waiting to be hooked up to the catapult.

ZEKE
Dude, I"'mreally nervous. This isn't
nmy thing. Wy'd they have to choose
me?

GLENN
You ki ddi ng? After downing that
Iranian arns shipnent you're a rock
star. They've got plans for you.

ZEKE
Unl ess those plans include debt relief
" mnot interested.

GLENN
C nmon man. This is your chance to
shine a light onit. Just relax and
be Zeke.

Zeke renoves his flight mask, pops a pill into his nouth.

GLENN ( CONT' D)
VWhat was that?

ZEKE
Xanax.

GLENN
G nme one.

Zeke hands one back to @ enn who does the sane.

GLENN ( CONT' D)
| love flying with you

CUT TGO
I NT. VWH TE HOUSE, SITUATI ON ROOM - SAME TI ME

President Navarro is on the phone.

27.



PRESI DENT NAVARRO
(into phone)

Avi... | understand your concern..
slow down... Avi, please... W're in
t he process of finding out what he
nmeant... | promse you we will not
| et that happen... As soon as | know
nore | wll call you... Yes, | promse
that unli ke your grandchildren
will call.

He hangs up.

They both | ook away |i ke chastised school chil dren.

CUT TGO

PRESI DENT NAVARRO ( CONT' D)
Vlter, talk to ne.

WALTER
There are noderate elenents waiting
in the wngs. Gve ne twenty-four
hours to find anot her way.

Pl ERCE
We don't have twenty-four hours.
M ster President, we need to renove
t hose weapons now.

WALTER
Spoken |ike a true chicken hawk.

Pl ERCE
You're outta |inel

WALTER
Am1? | conpleted two tours of duty
in Vietnam and was awarded the purple
heart defending the |ast helicopter
out of Saigon before ny twenty-first
birthday. Al the while you were
spendi ng your defernent date raping
Radcliffe girls.

Pl ERCE
Fuck you, Hol |l ander!

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Enough! Jesus, what is it with you
two?

PRESI DENT NAVARRO ( CONT' D)
| need a tie breaker.

28.



29.
I NT. RAFIQ S HOUSE, GUEST BEDROOM - SAME TI ME

Alex is lying awake on the bed. He gets up, walks to the
door, puts his ear against it to listen. He carefully exits
to a darkened hal |l way.

I NT. RAFI Q S HOUSE, HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS

Al ex steps slowy so as not to make a sound. He turns into
a study and gently cl oses the door behind him

I NT. RAFIQ S HOUSE, STUDY - CONTI NUOUS

Al ex switches on a desk lanp. He fingers sone papers on the
desk, then sees a file cabinet. He opens one of the drawers
and flips through the file tabs. He closes that drawer and

opens the next one. Near the end of the tabs he stops on a

file. It reads Pasha, Umair. Alex pulls it out and thunbs

t hrough the pages. It's a nedical file. There are pages of
psychiatric analysis with Anwar's signature at the bottom

ALEX
Forget Vancouver. | want Paris for
this.

Al ex | ooks around. He walks to a fax machine in the corner,
places it all on the fax tray, and punches in a nunber.

Al ex presses the send button. The pages begin to slowy
feed into the machine. Just then the door bursts open.
Anwar wal ks in using his cane.

ANVAR
Wat are you doi ng?

Anwar starts rapping his cane agai nst Al ex.

ALEX
Ahh, stop! Stop! O I'll break
that thing in half and shove it up
your wrinkl ed, pock-nmarked ass!

They becone entangled in a struggle. Anwar manages to hit
the fax wth his cane, but the pages continue to feed. Alex
grabs the cane to keep himfromhitting the fax. They both
have a hand on the cane now. Rafiq arrives at the door.

RAFI Q
What is going on in here?

ANVAR
He is CIAl | knewit!
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Anwar gets his cane back and smashes the fax again. The fax
is nowjamed. Only half the pages have gone through.

CUT TGO
I NT. F/ A-18 HORNET - SAME TI ME

Zeke and denn take off and nake the steep clinb for higher
al titude.

GLENN
Boy. That Xanax is really startin'
to kick in.

ZEKE

Wait. This target's right in the
m ddl e of a majorly popul ated area
i n Paki st an.

GLENN
Yeah, we went over it in the pre-
flight, renmenber?

ZEKE

To be honest | wasn't really paying
attention. In case you haven't
noticed, I'ma little preoccupied
today. |'mgonna re-confirm

(to the flight deck)
Flight op this is al pha kilo one
ei ght nine..

Zeke takes out two wallet sized photos of his young chil dren.
Places themin a space on his instrunent panel.

FLIGHT OP (O S.)
Go ahead one eight nine...

CUT TGO
I NT. VWH TE HOUSE SI TUATI ON ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Cl A
A nedical file on Umair Pasha just
cane in froma source on the ground.

An aide distributes copies of the report around the table.

WALTER
(sotto, to aide)
Wiile you're at it why don't you
grab the nenu book?

Cl A
It came froma guy naned Al ex Coppins.



PRESI DENT NAVARRO
wWho's he?

Cl A
Low | evel enbassy guy. Wrks on
clean water malaria projects, that
sort of thing.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
One of yours, Walter?

WALTER
(holy crap, he's ny
pi
Never heard of him

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
So he's Cl A under diplomatic cover?

A
No. Apparently he applied a couple
times but we rejected him

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Well, he's working for you now. And
probably risked his life for country
to get this to us.
(rifling through)
It says here page five of twelve.
Where's the rest?

Cl A
Transm ssion ended abruptly. W're
pi npoi nting the phone nunber.

An ai de hands Walter a thick black binder.

WALTER
... anybody object to Thai food?

Cl A
Report says Umair Pasha's been treated
for epi sodes of delusion and
personal ity disorder going back a
decade. Suffered a full psychotic
break in 2009.

Pl ERCE
There's your tie breaker.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
Pierce. Set your plan in notion.

Pierce turns and grins at Walter triunphantly.



32.

Al DE
Got a location on Al ex Coppi ns!
Looks like a house in a residentia
district in |Islambad.

A satellite inmage on the screen zoons in on Rafiq's street.

CUT TO
I NT. RAFIQ S HOUSE, LIVING ROOM - SAME TI ME
The famly surrounds Al ex. He |ooks scared.

ANVAR
You have been caught red handed!

FAREEDA
We are all going to be shot because
of this ponpous douche bag.

ALEX
|"msure you neant that as the
conmpliment it was intended to be.

Just then there's a | oud pounding at the door. Fareeda | ooks
out the w ndow.

FAREEDA
It is the arny.

ANVAR
We should turn himover to them and
be done with it!

ALEX
Rafiq, come on. This is crazy. You
know ne. W're pals.

As the pounding on the door gets |ouder we...

CUT TGO

I NT. VWHI TE HOUSE S| TUATI ON ROOM - MOMENTS LATER
Walter enters, takes his seat, addresses the room

WALTER
Just got off the phone with the
Chi nese anbassador. He's warning
any action agai nst Pakistan will be
seen as an act of aggression agai nst
an ally and give China license to
nove on their disputed border with
India. This plan is starting to
unl eash sone nmmj or pin action.



Kendra | eans forward and whispers in Walter's ear.

KENDRA
I ndi an anbassador just called. He
sounds freaked out. They're going
on full alert. Also, potstickers or
eggroll? 1t conmes wth.

WALTER
Eggroll. And get nme in touch with
nmy old friend Naroon Raja in the
ISI. |If we have any hope of averting

armageddon that two faced Paki weasel
Rajais it.
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Kendra nods, runs off. President Navarro turns to Chairnan
of the Joint Chiefs.

On the screen we see the CENTCOM commander

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
I want zero civilian casualties.

WALTER
(under his breath)
...and | wanna fuck Heidi Kl um..

CHAIR JO NT CHI EFS
M ster President, there are no
guarantees in war. But |I have a
hi gh degree of confidence in the
array of assets we've depl oyed.

Al DE
General Stanton on screen two.

STANTON at MacDill Air Force base in Tanpa

One of the screens shows a live video feed from Zeke's

cockpit.

Pl ERCE
General, who's the tip of the spear?

WALTER
(under his breath)
Tip of the spear? What a tool..

GENERAL STANTON

Carrier Strike Goup N ne off the
USS Lincoln. W're tal king sone of
the best pilots this country has
ever sent into harms way. Mster
President, 1'd Iike to show you
sonething now that'll put you right
in the mddle of all the action..

A nervous Zeke clears his throat.

GENERAL RODERI CK
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ZEKE
Uh. Hello Mster President. Zeke--
| nean-- Lieutenant Commander Zeke
Cal | ahan here- -

GLENN' S VA CE

Zeke, I'mstartin' to feel really
wei rd.

ZEKE
Ch shit!

Suddenly the sound cuts out on the live feed.

PRESI DENT NAVARRO
What ' s goi ng on?

Al DE
W seemto have | ost audio.

CUT TGO
I NT. F/ A-18 HORNET - SAME TI ME

CLOSE ON. Zeke's finger which has just flipped a toggle switch
on his radio marked ' Mute Transm ssion.'

ZEKE
Think I m ght have m xed up the pills.

GLENN
VWhat the hell did we take?

ZEKE
If it's what | think it is we're in
for one hell of a ride.

GLENN
Holy Christ, Zeke!
ZEKE
Man, | am havi ng one | ousy day.

EXT. F/ A-18 HORNET - CONTI NUOUS
As the jet peels off on its mssion we read...
TO BE CONTI NUED
(Reader note: This series will followthis crisis in real
time through the three arenas as it plays out over the course

of an entire season. Subsequent seasons will explore new
crisis with the sane maj or characters. Think a comcal 24.)
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